Transplantation therapy for Parkinson's disease.
This review paper will provide an overview of the advent of neural transplantation therapy and the milestones achieved over the last 20 years for its use in treating Parkinson's disease. A discussion of technical factors that influence the outcome of neural transplantation is presented, with emphasis given on three sections dealing with immunosuppressants, alternative grafts and trophic factors which have recently been the focus of basic research and development of early phase clinical trials. Some views on the clinical assessment of transplanted Parkinson's disease patients are given at the end of the paper, with a synopsis highlighting the importance of basic research in advancing the potential clinical benefits of neural transplantation therapy in the treatment of Parkinson's disease.